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Pornography: 
A License to Kill 

In other cultures, sex hatred takes other forms . But in 
the United States, its main forms are femicide, rape, and 
wife-battering. Femicide, the murder of women for no 
reason other than that they are women, is not as uncom
mon as we might think. Recent examples include the 
Columbus, Georgia stranglings of eight women, the 

rapist-murderer suspected of 36 sex murders in the West and two more 
in Florida, and the rape-murder of three Oklahoma girl scouts. One out 
of every ten female murder victims in· the U.S. is killed during rape or 
other sexual offenses.I 

A Female Liberation leaflet published in 1969 decried sex killings in 
Massachusetts: 

In the early spring of 1969 the dismembered bodies of a number of girls 
were dug up on Cape Cod . They were allegedly all victims of a man 
named Antone Costa who lived a hippy lifestyle making friends particu
larly with young girls and on at least one occasion assisting police with a 
drug raid . .. 

Antone Costa's is not an exceptional case . True, dismembered limbs 
and heads are not discovered daily, but they exist in nearly every man's 
fantasy . How would it be otherwise given the objectification of women? 
Constantly we see parts of her - head, breasts, legs. She is the goddess
toy, play bunny to be manipulated - a cut-out doll. 

In fact, it is not just fantasy . Women are attacked, raped, cut up, 
chewed upon, slashed in the "pelvic region," have their hearts removed 
(and eaten?), strangled, impaled in the vagina with brooms. And the 
newspapers make more money ... 

All this sounds like the lynching of Blacks, though it is universally 
regarded as merely a natural misfortune. The only lesson to be drawn 
from the "tragedy" is that women should not venture out unprotected 
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- that is, unescorted by a man .. . The guilt is on society for permitting 
the objectification of women and the cultivation in men of an attitude of 
brutality toward women. It is " manly" to " treat 'em rough ." Pornogra
phic movies and novels play up to men's sadistic fantasies .2 

Police consider rape charges unfounded unless there is evidence of 
complete penetration (unrealistic since a recent study showed that sperm 
was found in less than half the victims of rape 3 ) and of a convincing strug
gle by the victim. If they suspect that she consented, that she had pre
vious relations with the accused, or that she is known as a " loose 
woman," they don't consider it rape. Yet despite the number of rape cases 
considered to be "unfounded," rapes reported and judged convincing by 
police have risen in recent years. The rape rate rose 8 percent from 1975 
to 1976, then another 10 percent the next year. Other violent crimes 
leveled off in the same time period, and then decreased 4 percent. 4 

Contrary to claims that female liberation has encouraged more 
women to report these crimes, victims may be reporting them less often 
due to increased awareness of the humiliation that rape victims often 
suffer in our judicial system, and due to the low conviction rate. (In 1971, 
for example, out of 1,085 rape arrests in New York City, the state secured 
only 18 convictions. 5 ) Studies made in Denmark indicate that in that 
country, while the incidence of violent sex crimes may have increased, 
victims are reporting them less often.6 

In documenting sexist violence, it is important to note that wife
battering has increased even more dramatically than rape . 

• The New York Times (October 21, 1974) reported that approximately 
14,000 wife-battering cases were processed through New York state 
courts in 1973 . (The number of reported rapes in New York state for the 
same period was 4,764.) The kinds of violence at issue here are the savage 
beatings that send women to hospitals with concussions, broken jaws, 
broken ribs, punctured lungs, severe lacerations and scaldings, broken 
arms. And these beatings occur in homes of all social classes ... When a 
woman does have the courage to press charges, few judges do more than 
caution the man or give him a suspended sentence.7 

• A Kansas Police Department study found that in 85 percent of the 
cases of domestic homicide, the police had been called at least once before 
the murder took place, and in 50 percent of the cases, they have been 
called five times more before the homicide occurred. 8 

• Seventy percent of the assault victims received in the emergency 
room at Boston City Hospital are women who have been attacked in the 
home by their husband or boyfriend .9 

With violent crimes against women and children on the rise, with 
deadly, insidious forms of terror depriving females as a group of their lib
erty, we must examine the sources of sexist hatred in our culture. Porno-
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graphy can be isolated as the misogynist element behind economic, social 
and political oppression of women. It is the ideological basis for the syste
matic persecution of females by males, perpetuating male privilege and 
control. 

By looking at the indirect and direct effects of pornography in its var
ious forms, feminists can prove that it causes femicide, rape and wife
battering. The next step is to call upon the justice system to halt the 
incitement by pornographers of sexist crimes, or failing that, to mobilize 
women to directly attack the sexism industry. 
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The Case Against Pornography: 
Incitement 

At issue is the quality of life - the experience of a human spirit on 
this planet. As D .H . Lawrence said, "You can recognize (true porno
graphy) by the insult it offers, invariably, to the human spirit."1 0 Porno
graphy celebrates and promotes sexist hatred. In its various forms in 
films, TV, magazines, billboards, advertisements, album covers, match
book covers or in whatever guise, it directly and indirectly causes crimes 
against women . 

In recent years the debasement of women in pornography films and 
magazines has increased steadily . In 1953, there were no newsstand 
pornography magazines at all; currently there are well over 40 . Many of 
these feature large full-color pages of physical abuse - whippings, bon
dage, blood, bestiality and child molestation. Concurrently the porno
graphic film industry has grown enormously. Police estimate sales in 
Los Angeles alone to have risen from $15 million in 1969 to $85 million 
in 1976. Paralleling this growth, there has been a change in the kind of 
material available. Professor John H. Court (Flinders University in 
South Australia) refers to a "chain reaction with people constantly seek
ing stronger stuff" and an "increased availability of material dealing 
with sado-masochism, bondage, abuse of young children .. . exploitation 
of racial prejudice ... and ritual torture and murder for sexual 
pleasure."11 

WAVPM (Women Against Violence in Pornography and Media) 
viewed twenty-six pornography films in San Francisco in a three-month 
period, and found: 

Twenty-one had rape scenes, sixteen had bondage and torture scenes, 
two were films of child molestation and two featured the killing of 
women for sexual stimulation. 



Among the scenes observed: 

An untitled film in which a father bursts in on his daughter in the bath
tub, beats her and slaps her, and forces her to perform fellatio on him 
while he curses her and calls her "bitch, slut, whore." 

A Chinese woman is bound and gagged with special instruments, 
and then hot wax is dripped onto her breasts. 

The movie Sn uff in which a woman is actually said to have been kid
napped, sexually assaulted and then slowly butchered . Her dismember
ment is shown in great detail. 12 

The following forms of printed pornography go beyond insult to 
endangerment: 

• a Bloomingdale's full-page ad in The New York Times of]uly 10, 1978, 
showing a nude woman, flat on her back, face obscured by a sunhat, with 
her empty swimsuit lying in the foreground . (Dr. Diana Russell, Profes
sor of Sociology at Mills College, has written that " an essential ingredient 
of much rape in our society, particularly by strangers, is the objectifica
tion of the woman ... "1 3 

• an ad in the Boston Globe of April 21, 1978 which shows a woman, 
hands tied, sprawled upside down and gagged, her bikini coming untied . 
The copy blares, "A soft, warm throat, a vicious twist of a nylon stock
ing . . . a strangler stalks the porno girls of Hollywood's Sunset Strip!! 
THE HOLLYWOOD HILLSIDE STRANGLER." 

• "Some Like It Dead" by Benjamin "Thanatos" in July, 1978's High 
Society:" . . . he likes his cunt cold, clammy and dead .. . There's nothing like 
a stiff to keep me stiff ... my yen for very cold ladies started when I was 
seventeen ... " The picture shows a male disrobing beside a coffin with a 
staring, voluptuous female corpse. 

• in the June, 1978 Oui, "Hurting - It's not nice to punch the one 
you love. Even if it turns heron . Erotica by Bury St . Edmund." Illustrated 
with a man's fist , a female face on each knuckle . 

• Knock-out Pills from RFN in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, advertised in 
several smut magazines, shows a sprawled, unconscious woman with 
claims that a man can "do anything you want with these fast-acting pills 
without anyone ever knowing . . . she will never know you did it ." 

• The Ultimate in Pleasure Machines ... The Body. A limbless, head
less female torso sold as " the most stimulating companion you"ll ever 
meet." Advertised in Hu stler, the torso can be charged on Master Charge 
or BankAmericard (Visa). 

• Super Rock, August, 1977, shows the Dead Boys group on the cover 
beating and raping a woman. 

• a Velvet legspread photo over the caption "her main fantasy is to be 
gang laid along with another girl by eight or ten men. " 

• Front Page Detective, February, 1978, features a cover photo of a 
scared, half-clothed woman under a knife-wielding man, captioned "The 
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Rapist Who'd Found an Even Bigger Thrill!" Inside, advertisements offer 
instruction on being a gun expert and a locksmith. 

This is just a minute sampling of the outpouring from the male
supremacist propaganda mill. 

Now let's consider who the habitual readers and viewers of porno-
graphy are, and how it affects them: 

Interviews with women who have been battered by their spouses have 
revealed that many of the batterers were devotees of pornographic liter
ature, X-rated movies and the like, and their behavior frequently 
reflected a desire to emulate the macho film heroes, Anthony Quinn 
types. 14 

In a study of Goldstein, et al. in southern California, seven populations 
of males, including rapists, were interviewed as to prior exposure and 
experience with pornography: 57 percent of the rapists indicated that 
they had tried out sexual activities depicted in pornographic media on 
real-life victims; 77 percent of child molesters with male targets indi
cated that they had done this; and 87 percent of child molesters with 
female targets reported trying out sexual behavior seen in pornography 
films and magazines. i s 

Besides woman-batterers and rapists, sex killers also learn their 
views on women from smut magazines, movies, or TV. Here is a sample 
of the attitudes that led to the Son of Sam killings: 

Behind our house some rest. Mostly young - raped and slaughtered -
their blood drained - just bones now ... I love to hunt . Prowling the 
streets looking for fair game - tasty meat. The women of Queens are 
prettyist of all. It must be the water they drink. I live for the hunt- my 
life . Blood for papa.16 

While in the Army stationed at Fort Knox, David Berkowitz "started 
hanging around with guys who drank and smoked pot and had dirty pic
tures on their walls . .. . He was looked on as a Jesus freak and a deaf ear. 
was turned to his self-righteous rantings about the evils of drinking and 
swearing and promiscuous sex ... He was telling the guys they shouldn't 
be drinking and swearing and running around with women."1 7 

In his apartment, Berkowitz entertained himself with pornography and 
a growing collection of Son of Sam clippings . His bookcase contained 
only a few volumes, including one on Jack the Ripper .. . 1s 

Contemptuous of females, he told police during questioning, 'Tm the 
kind of guy who went out with a broad would get in the first time, or I 
quit her."1 9 

If it doesn' t bother people to watch a woman mutilated, violated and 
murdered, if that's considered entertaining, then why should we doubt 
that people feel free to act on such impulses? " If men can get sexually 
stimulated from seeing mutilated women, then there's no reason to 
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assume they're not going to get more stimulation from doing those 
actions themselves to women."20 

... law enforcement agencies around the country .. . claimed their own 
concrete experience with offenders who were caught with the stuff led 
them to conclude that pornographic material is a causative factor in 
crimes of sexual violence .2 1 

Walpole inmate Abdul Mahdi writes that "subliminal seduction as 
well as bold advertisement of lewd and indecent acts definitely plays a 
role in the minds of men who commit rape ." His conversations over the 
years with rapists "manifest the truth, that even Julie London in a TV 
commercial showing her knees in a shower robe triggers the faculties of 
the subconscious mind." He calls the media irresponsible for promulgat
ing sexual acts and exposing women. "Surely we are not studying gyne
cology. Raw filth should not be public."22 

A vice officer wrote about pornography, "Men look at the stuff and 
get worked up, and when they come out of the movie or nudie bar they 
look for a woman . Sex offenders collect it - you just look at it and you 
can imagine them trying it out on some kid ."23 

In fact, a recent report by the Washington Star showed crimes increas
ing markedly in the area that has the greatest concentration of porno
graphy establishments; in contrast, crime was dropping substantially 
along 9th Street where such establishments had been doing badly and 
were closing down. 24 In San Diego, within two weeks of the opening of a 
hard core pornography theater, "women workers in the night shift of a 
nearby company were harassed, molested and assaulted so often that the 
company hired a special guard to escort them to their cars ."25 

In considering the impact of televison on the viewing public, 
remember that 250,000 people wrote letters asking for medical advice to 
TV doctor Marcus Welby, a fictional character. The American Medical 
Association reports that heavy TV viewers show the effects of TV vio
lence: they have been found to be more afraid than light viewers, more 
likely to be paranoid, and more likely to get guns. 

As for movies, here is the testimony of a white twenty-three-year-
old serving time in a prison for burglary: 

I have seen lots of love and sex pictures and I enjoyed watching all of 
them. After watching these pictures I would always feel hot and pas
sionate all over. I would especially watch how the lover would kiss the 
girl and how his hands would stray all over her glorious body. I would 
have a strange, delightful feeling and get very aroused . After leaving the 
show I would go back to the neighborhood and start talking to the gang 
about the picture and my subsequent reaction to it . We would all get 
together and discuss ways of getting a girl to come down to our hang out 
(in an old abandoned quarry) and then hold a "tete a tete" with her. 

The writer of this account continues with a description of their suc
cess in enticing a girl into their quarters and then raping her.2 6 
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John Travolta became a youth hero overnight for his role in Saturday 
Night Fever. In one scene, he discards his first dancing partner, and she 
becomes depressed, gets drunk and drugged, and ends up being gang
raped in the backseat of a car, as T ravolta sits there . As the woman cries, 
"No, don' t!" his friends share her. 

This scene was thrown in as part of a commercial formula of sensa
tionalizing sex and shock. In a later scene, Travolta knocks on the door of 
the woman's apartment, and as she stands there considering whether or 
not to let him in, teenaged boys in the audience, next to my friend view
ing the movie, began urging Travolta, "Rape her! Rape her!" 

Movies can be so real that they convert the viewer emotionally for 
days or years after one showing. The impact is tremendous when you 
consider that some teenagers see Saturday Night Fever ten times or more. 
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Attacking Pornography 

Women have found it difficult to appear on television, because prime 
time costs $125,000 per minute, and woman-controlled programming is 
the anathema of the financiers seeking to regard us as merchandise . Femi
nists can aim at local stations' community interest spots, as a cheap way 
to break onto the air waves. But we can expect years of anti-female, por
nographic television unless sweeping changes are made . 

Women should band together in a national alert system to focus pub
lic attention not only on offensive television, but on films and magazines . 
A coordinated campaign of phone calls, letters , demonstrations and boy
cotts would concentrate pressure on specific targets. A secondary boy
cott would force newspapers and radio to stop publicizing the offensive 
program or movie. We must aim at re-educating the public through 
speak-outs, leafleting, and media appearances that protest sex-violent 
exploitation; appeal to decency, public safety, and human rights in ending 
the slavery of a sexual definition for women; and upgrade our public 
image. Our public relations work should diminish the prestige of porno
graphers, promote social values and show how a better image of women 
will benefit society. We must counter our detractors with mass persua
sion, to end the destructive lacing of pornography that pervades our 
culture. 

Feminists are reluctant to invoke the obscenity statute, since the real 
victims of government censorship have been gays and other allies of 
women's rights. Publications advocating gay rights are systematically 
barred from federal prisons, for example. 
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A feminist who testified in an Arizona obscenity trial emphasized 
that 

pornography is dangerous because it distorts women and female sexual
ity, it degrades and depersonalizes women, and it encourages images of 
women which could potentially put real women in danger. .. in a way I 
hated colluding with law enforcement agencies who are prosecuting 
based on obscenity statutes, obscenity here referring to sexually
explicit material. I made it clear that I was not objecting to the explicit 
sexual material, but to the other elements involved ... the state hoped to 
prove that the material violated community standards, while my feeling 
was that if it didn ' t, it should, and that this should not be the criteria for 
judging it .27 

Feminists need to draft new legislation in every state specifying in 
clear language what needs to be outlawed. A good start would be to ban 
the open sale of " high circulation magazines of sexually explicit nature," 
requiring dealers to place them under the counter out of the reach of 
browsing customers, and of minors .28 

The Senate Judiciary Committee has approved legislation making it a 
federal crime to produce, sell or distribute pornographic materials featur
ing children. The issue was not obscenity, but child abuse . 

Similarly, women can draft laws that make it possible to prosecute 
pornographers, have the legislation sponsored by sympathetic represen
tatives, testify at hearings, lobby for passage, and then bring suit under 
the new, woman-tailored law. 

Another approach is by petition. First , examine what is being shown 
and amass evidence. Take notes on what people say about movies they 
have seen. Liberate pornography from local stores, or from men women 
relate to. Try not to spend your money on the garbage you are trying to 
eliminate. 

Once you have evidence, schedule and publicize a meeting for citi
zens interested in driving out pornography. After screening the meeting 
for minors, invite everyone to inspect the samples. They will be outraged 
by the smut forced on themselves and their children by local merchants . 

Hand out prepared petitions such as the sample provided, have sup
porters circulate them, and send them to the appropriate governing 
bodies. 

Schedule regular meetings, collect dues, and buy advertising space to 
publicize your cause in newspapers, and on radio and TV. With enough 
support, the state legislature can be approached will a bill clearly defining 
pornography and outlawing it in your state . 

Economic boycott is recommended as part of the legal battle against 
pornography. Women Against Violence Against Women (WAVAW) is 
campaigning nationally to boycott Warner-Electra-Atlantic records for 



A PETITION 

Whereas we believe that PORNOGRAPHY is a crime against the human 
rights of women, the essence of anti-female propaganda, and the ideology 
of rape and gynocide, 

We the undersigned demand that all high-circulation magazines with sexual 
content or female nudity be removed from display in (state) stores which sell 
books , newspapers, food , clothing , household furnishings, pharmaceuticals 
and other items necessary to normal maintenance of life. 

We demand that television stations broadcasting in (state) screen all pro
grams before airing them, and stop airing any and all network or local pro
grams and advertisements which exploit female sexuality, sex-violence, or 
misogyny. 

We further demand that movie theaters in (state) stop showing all films 
which exploit violence against women or female sexuality. 

Signed, 

NAME ADDRESS REGISTERED PARTY 

Addressed to: Mayors, city council members, district attorneys, city attor
neys, merchants, broadcasters, TV station managers, theater owners, legis
lators, the governor and staff, and members of the judiciary; with signatures 
of 1,000 or more voters . 

their abusive album covers and advertisements. 

Omaha women have expanded their campaign against pornography by 
distributing cards to grocery and liquor stores which carry pornographic 
magazines and books . The cards have a line which reads, " I am sorry, but 
you have lost me as a customer because . . . " The individual fills in her
/his reason for not patronizing the store .29 

Demonstrations with picket lines and petitions succeeded in getting 
Hustler removed from two stores in Oakland, California . Women met 
with managers to discuss the link between abusive images and real-life 
violence, asking them to take responsibility for items on sale . 

But while we're trying legal means of fighting pornography, we 
should keep ih mind that the enemy is a highly-profitable industry linked 
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to organized crime . Battling it is difficult, costly and dangerous . Organ
ized crime syndicates draw half their income from the flesh market- sel
ling females in pornography and prostitution . With the billions they earn 
from vice, " white slavery," they bribe and corrupt law enforcers and leg
islators in order to impede the cause of women's rights, and to influence 
the law in behalf of their vice rackets . 

Any racketeer with financing can pay store owners a "high percen
tage" and obtain front-rack displays of his garbage in neighborhood 
stores . 

Drugs and violence make the employment of the pornography model 
involuntary slavery, often without pay. In Brookline, Massachusetts, a 
pimp detained women, including minors, against their will as part of a 
"kinky sex" ring, whose clientele included 1 ,000 middle-class males. Spe
cializing in sex of humiliation, bondage, sado-masochism and excretion, 
the ring served prominent media figures , city and state bureaucrats , 
bankers, lawyers, architects and college professors . The girls were recru
ited from the ranks of runaways from broken homes. Sadly, the names of 
the clientele were protected from adverse publicity because police "didn' t 
want to break up families ." 

Brothels in the U.S. and other countries are filled with women and 
young girls kidnapped and broken down with threats of death , rape, and 
torture; many are runaway girls. Part of their enslavement is use in por
nographic pictures or movies . Dr. Judianne Densen-Gerber of New 
York's Odyssey Institute has uncovered cases of children, mainly girls, as 
young as three, sold by their parents for use in pornographic movies. 
Girls as young as six are shown in sexual acts with adult males . 

Feminists are expected to fight this illegal industry with legal tactics, 
but public education is a slow process: too slow to save lives that may be 
lost this year or next because some guy was looking for "an even bigger 
thrill. " We can produce educational sexually informative materials to 
break the monopoly of smut in this area. We can publicize sexual variety 
and women's historic and cultural contributions, feminist spirituality and 
female power symbols, matriarchal history. 

But finally, we reach the laJT1entable conclusion that feminists must 
also act outside the law to effectively confront this abuse. 
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Resistance 

Denied regular access to the mass media, women have turned to 
extra-legal actions to protest pornography. The Bluebird Theater, a 
Denver sex showplace, was harassed by women who spray painted and 
pasted leaflets on the building. Five women were arrested October 31 , 
1977, but charges were dropped for lack of evidence. 

Demonstrations against the film Snuff drove it out of Rochester, New 
York, but four women were arrested for criminal mischief October 30. 
The crime was defined as damage to property: breaking a window and 
removing a poster of a woman being cut to pieces with a pair of scissors. 
No one was charged with the crime committed against women. 

It was illegal to smash the window to get the poster. It is legal to dis
play a poster of a woman being mutilated .Jo To help with the expense of 
this trial, send donations to Rochester WAVAW c/o 126 Rutgers Street, 
Rochester, NY 14607. 

Women all over the United States and in Europe have risked being 
fined and jailed to protest strip shows, smut magazines and snuff movies . 
They feel they' re doing their communities a favor. "Red Zora" of 
Cologne, Germany has stolen $50,000 worth of goods from sex shops. 
Confiscation and destruction are most efficient at the warehouse level. A 
noxious chemical such as butyl mercaptin destroys large quantities of 
stock without harming humans. One drop can close down a store for sev
eral days . 

Harassing smut dealers cuts into their profits and undermines the 
ego boost sought by customers. Each magazine spoiled with markers, 
garbage, cigarette burns, etc. is a message to the dealer, the customer and 
the distributor. Some women embarrass the men browsing throug h 
smut with questions like, "What have you got against women? Are you a 
rapist?" 



A photographic exhibit called " Dead Women" was halted by a Boston 
group who stole and burned five photographs, mailed them back with a 
threatening note, and followed up with telephoned death threats . The 
"Valerie Solanas Group" also committed vandalism to the elevator of the 
building, spra y painting obscenities on its walls . It was this action which 
persuaded the proprietor to dismantle the show to safeguard it. The 
show ended because no one wanted to see what might happen, if the 
demands of the Valerie Solanas Group were not met. 

Meanwhile, in dealing with the direct threat of rape, women need to 
know how to fight and use weapons effectively to defend themselves . If 
you observe safety rules, it is much safer to carry a gun than not to . In 150 
cases where women threatened a would-be rapist with a gun or other 
weapon, almost 100 percent of the armed women succeeded in averting 
rape. 31 Just showing a weapon, fighting or screaming warded off the 
attack in many cases, with the man running away. Men will only stop 
attacking us if they find it too dangerous . 
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Women not arming for fear of male retaliation means a continuation 
of this painful state of affairs. The attack on women is mounting, and we 
must be prepared . You can join a gun club and you can get a firearms per
mit that allows you to carry various weapons . The more you know about 
self defense the more control you will have over the territory around you 
and the freer you will feel. 
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