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MOVEMENT: How has the position of women within 
the Black Panther Party changed? How have the 
women in the Pa r ty dealt with male chauvinism 
within the Par ty? 
P ANTHER WOMEN. I' ve only been in the Party 
about ten months and when I got in the Party the 
thing about Pantherettes was squashed, we sort of 
grew out of it. Then the re' s Ericka Huggins. The 
brothers had to look on Ericka with a new light 
because she had been thru a lot of things that some 
Brothers hadn' t e ven been thru. The sisters looked 
up to her and we all saw what we had to do. The 
sisters have to pick up guns just like brothers. 
There are a lot of things the sisters can do to 
change society. 

We realize that we have a role to play and we' re 
tired of sitting home and being misused and unless 
we stand up, male chauvinism will still show itself 
and be something that's just passed over. Unless 
we speak against it and teach the brothers what's 
correct and point out what's wrong, then it' ll stUl 
be here. 

There used to be a difference in the roles (of 
men and women) in the party because sisters were 
relegated to certain duties. This was due to the back
wardness and lack of political perspective on the part 
of both sisters and brothers. Like sisters would just 
naturally do the omce-type jobs, the clerical-type 
jobs. They were the ones that handled the malling 
list. You know all those things that go into details. 
They were naturally given to the sisters and be
cause of this, because the sisters accepted it so 
willingly because they had been doing this before, 
this is the type ot responsib111ties they've had before, 
it was very easy for male chauvinism to continue on. 
The only examples we had of sisters taking respon
sibility were probably in Kathleen or one or two 
people who exercised resp<insibllity in other areas 
of Party work. 

We' ve recognized in the past 4 or 5 months that 
sisters have to take a more responsible role. They 
have to extend their responsiblity and it shouldn't 
be just to detail work, to things women normally do. 
This, I think, has been manifested in the fact that a 
lot of sisters have been writing more articles, they' re 
attending more to the pol.itical aspects of the Party, 
they' re speaking out in public more and we've even 
done outreach work ln the community, extensive out
r each work in that we' ve taken the initiative to start 
our own schools- - both brothers and sisters now work 
in the liberation schools. It's been proven that positions 
aren't relegated to sex, it depends on your political 
awareness. 

I can remeber that when I came into the Party over 
a year ago at that time David Hilliard was National 
Headquarters Captain, and there was another sister 
in the Pa rty who was the National Captain for women 
and even though most of the people related to D<tvid 
Hilli a rd as being National HQ Captain, most of the 
womPn n •lated to this othe r s ister for directives be
eausf' she was the National Captain for women. Under 
he r were sergeants and lieutenants who were all 
sisters and in thei r ranks were other sisters. There 
was almost a separation between the brothers and the 
sisters. 

When that was abolished, when there werenolonger 
any separate positions for sisters and brothers, when 
we all had to relate to the brothers or sisters who 
were in the specific positions, there wasn't just a 

reaction on the part of certain brothers cause they 
didn't like having to relate to certain sisters, who 
were in leadership positions. There was also a reaction 
on the part of some sisters, who because they had to 
r elate lo some brothers, because they did not have 
ranks above certain brothers, they wanted to quit the 
Party. So it wasn' t just a matter of brothers being 
male chauvinistic in not wanting to relate to sisters 
as leaders over them- - but it was also the sisters, 
because of conditioning wanted to continue to submit 
to other sisters , rather than to leaders of the Part) 
per se, regardless of sex. 
A~d I can see since the time I joined the Party 

that the Party has undergone radical cha~ge in the di~ 
ection of women leadership and emancipation · of 
women. Even though Ericka Huggins provides us with 
a very good example, it's not so much Ericka and the 
realization that Ericka is an example. It's 
the fact that the political consciousness and the pol
itical level of members of the Party have risen very 
much since I joined the Party and because of the 
fact that we' re moving toward a proletarian revolu
tion and because we h?.ve come to realize that male 
chauvinism and all its manifestations are bourgeois 
and that's one of things we' re fighting against. We 
realize that in a proletarian revolution, the eman
cipation of women is primary. We r ealize that the 
success of the revolution depends upon the women. 
'For this reason, we know that it's necessary that 
the women must be emancipated. 

MOVEMENT: Could you explain what you mean when 
you say that the success of the revolution depends 

on tne emancipation of women. 
PANTHER WOMEN: It's because of the iact that 
women are the other half. A revolution cannot be 
successful simply with the efforts of the men, be
cause a woman plays such an integral role in society 
even though she is relegated to smaller, seemingly 
insignificant positions. 

MOVEMENT: You once said that the Vietnamese 
women were your example. Could you explain more 
concretely what that means in terms of the struggle 
of women in the United States? 
PANTHER WOMEN: We feel that the example given 
us by the Vietnamese women is a prime example 
of the role women can play in the revolution. The 
Vietnamese women are out there fighting with their 
brothers, fighting against American imperialism, with 
its advanced te chnology. They can shoot. They' re 
out there with their babies on their backs, as the 
case may be, and they• re participating in the rev
olution wholeheartedly just as the Vietnamese men 
are participating in the revolution, in the national 
liberation struggle. The success of their national 
liberation struggle ls just as much dependent upon 
the women continuing struggle as it is dependent on 
the Vietnamese men •. So there we see in Vietnam 
where the struggle today is the sharpest in terms 
of struggling against US imperialism, the women in 
fact, play the role of the other half--not the weaker 
half, not the stronger half, but the other half of the 
Vietnamese men. We hold them up as our example 
and we hope that the revolutionary women in the U.S. 
can follow that example and live up to the goal that 
thev ha ve set 

Right now the issue of male chauvisim is rather 
sharp and kind of out of place. We' re starting to talk 
about it and everybody is sensitive aboutit--butonce 
women find their place in terms of their roles as 
r evolutionaries and use the example of the Vietnamese 
women, then I don' t think !twill be such a sharp issue. 
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J think we'll begin to function and make it very natural 
for a woman to behave as a revolutionary and n0t as 
a subordJ:iate or as a submissive half. 

SPECIAL ROLE OF BLACK WOMEN 

MOVEMENT: Black women are considered to be the 
most oppressed group In the us, as blacks and as . 
women. That special oppression gives them a special, 
even vanguard, role. Do you want to talk about that a 
little? 
PANTHER WOMEN : I think, historically, even at this 
time, even for women in the Party, to say we want full 
share and full responsibility Is kind of dillicult and 
kind of touchy because of our society. Our men have 
been sort of castrated, you know. The responsibilities 
tJtat they rightfully should have had before, were taken 
away from them--to take away their manhood. We've 
had to fight all this before. Our men are constantly 
thinking or saying that maybe If we assume a heavier 
role, a more responsible role, that this, In turn, will 
sort of take away their responslblity and It's such 
a touchy thing, that we have to be very sure that the 
roles are evenly divided. 

This is very touchy and presents some problems In 
combatting a specific thing like male chauvinism, 
because some brothers still have this fear of women 
dominating the whole political scene. It may not be 
voiced that often, but I think it's a very real fear, 
and we' re going to have to be sensitive enough to 
recognize It. We' re going to have to be sensitive 
enough to say that we' re going to take more of a 
share of the political arena but, at the same time, 
we're going to have to keep these things in mind. 

I think it' s important that within the context of 
that struggle that black men understand that their 
manhood is not dependent on keeping their black 
women subordinate to them because this is what 
bourgeois ideology has been trying to put into the 
black man and that• s part of the special oppression 
of black women. Black women as generally a part 
of the poor people of the US, the working class, are 
more oppresssed, as being black, they' re super
oppressed, and as being women they are sexually 

/ oppressed by men in general and by black men also. 
; So, in this context we see that black women are 

especially oppressed in this country and it' s very 
important that hlack women understand and black 
men understand that black man's manhood is not 
dependent upon the subordination of black women 
but rather his manhood Is, in fact, dependent on hi~ 
own strength and the strength he also gets from a 
revolutionary relationship. A relationship is more 
fruitful. when, in fact, the woman is the other half 
and not the weaker half. They (the men) get more 
out of the relatlonshiP,just as the women. 

MOVEMENT: What are your ideas on the strategy-for 
women's liberation in terms of separate women's 
organizations , the priority of women's liberation in 
relation to other issues like Imperialism and racism? 
p ANTHER WOMEN: I think it's important that the 
separate women's liberation groups not all be lumped 
into one category. Their effectiveness and their value 
is dependent upon to what extent their work is furth
ering revolutionary goals in this country. I think 
that there are all different kinds of organizations 
in existence now. There are some people who talk 
about the contradiction among men and women as 
one of the major contradictions in capitalist society 
and therefore they take that contradiction (and even 

1f they don't talk about it, some of them put It into 
practice) and develop it into an antagonistic cont ra 
diction, when actually it is a contradiction among the 
people . It's not a contradiction between enemies . 

The cont radiction between men and women is a con
tradiction that has to be worked out within the revolu
tionary forct!s. It is not at all comparable to the class 
contradictions. It's the class struggle that takes prio
rity. To the extent that women' s organizations don't 
address themselves to the class struggle or to national 
liberation struggles the y are not really further ing 
the women's liberation movement, because in order 
for women to be truly emancipated in this country 
there',s going to have to be a socialist revolution. And 
there's going to have to be ideological struggle for 
decades and probably for centuries before male chau
vinism is overcome . If women don't unde rstand this , 
they' re not going to truly be able to overcome their 
special oppression. 

Roberta ls correct and even those women' s org
anizations who do addr ess themselves to the struggles 
that are at hand, the strate gy of having autono mous 
women's liberation organizations is incorrect because , 
as Roberta says, it seems as If those organizations 
look upon women's liberat ion as a prior ity when in 
actuallity the struggle towa r ds socialis t revolution ls 
a priority. Women can on ly become emancipated, not 
through their own efforts as a particul ar group, but 
through their participation on an equal plane in the 
existing Qrganizations which a r e comprised of men 
and women who are struggling for the same cause. 
It's not a separate struggl e and women' s liberation 
does not take priority, but in fact is part and parcel 
of the overall struggle. 

FEMALE CHAUVINISM 

Any organization that's being form ed for women' s 
liberation , like Rosema r y said, has got to take into 
consideration that they can' t operate separately and 
by themselves. They must also understand the def
inition of chauvinism . Chauvinis m isn't just rele
gated to the male. Chauvinism is an undying or un
reasoning or irrational love for one' s . sex and if a 
women's liberation organi zation gets uptight because 
a man comes around , that' s unr easoning and irrat ional. 
It's not being realistic and looking at things as a whole 
1n terms of a man too functioning as a revolutionary 
and a woman functioning as a revolutionary. If they• re 
not careful, they wlll go to an extreme and they wlll 
become female chauvinists. They will have an .undying 
love for their sex and totally negate revolutionary 
struggle. 

Unfortunately, If we don't be careful, I think ·that 
the women's liberatlon struggle can be coopted by 
;opportunists. It can become just like a style or a 
tad and the whole revolutionary struggle will be set 

e.ck becllase OI Ulls. Tills Is one reason why the 
t'evoluttonarx practitioners, because of the repression 
We're sutterlnr, can' t take Ume out to go off by our
Nlves to eol~ 80me ot our backwardness . This would 
be ·Just another dlvtdin& tactic as far as I can see. 

WOMEN'S LIBERATION IN PRACTICE 

I tll1nk It's lmpartant to recognize the dangers 
tbat separate womeD' s .groups faoe Im mediately, just 



MOVEMENT: How has the position of women withir: 
the Black Panthe r Party changed? How have the 
women in the Par ty dealt with male chauvinism 
within the Par ty? 
P ANTH ER WOMEN . I' ve only been in the Party 
about ten months and when 1 got in the Party thE 
thing about Pantherettes was squashed, we sort of 
grew out of it. Then the re• s Ericka Huggins. The 
brothers had to look on Ericka with a new light 
because she had been thru a lot of things that some 
Brothers hadn't e ven been thru. The sisters looked 
up to her and we all saw what we had to do. The 
sisters have to pick up guns just like brothers. 
There are a lot of things the sisters can do to 
change society. 

We realize that we have a role to play and we• re 
tired of sitting home and being misused and unless 
we stand up, male chauvinism will stlll show itself 
and be something that's just passed over. Unless 
we speak against it and teach the brothers what's 
correct and point out what's wrong, then it'll stUI 
be here. 

There used to be a difference in the roles (of 
men and women) 1n the party because sisters were 
relegated to certain duties. This was due to the back
wardness and lack of political perspective on the part 
of both sisters and brothers. Like sisters would just 
naturally do the omce-type jobs, the clerical-type 
jobs. They were the ones that handled the malling 
list. You know all those things that go into details. 
They were naturally given to the sisters and be
cause of this, because the sisters accepted it so 
willingly because they had been doing this before, 
this is the type ot responsib111ties they've had before, 
it was very easy for male chauvinism to continue on. 
The only examples we had of sisters taking respon
sibility were probably in Kathleen or one or two 
people who exercised resp<inslbllity in other areas 
of Party work. 

We' ve recognized in the past 4 or 5 months that 
sisters have to take a more responsible role. They 
have to extend their responslblity and it shouldn't 
be just to detail work, to things women nor mally do. 
This, 1 think, has been manifested in the fact that a 
lot of sisters have been writing more articles, they' re 
attending more to the pol.itical aspects of the Party, 
they' re speaking out in public more and we've even 
done outreach work in the community, extensive out
reach work in that we' ve taken the initiative to start 
ourown schools-- both brothers and sisters now work 
in the liberation schools. It's been proven that positions 
aren't relegated to sex, it depends on your political 
awareness. 

I can remeber that when I came into the Party over 
a year ago at that time David Hllliard was National 
Headquarter s Captain, and there was another sister 
in the Pa rty who was the National Captain for women 
and even though most of the people related to D'lvid 
Hill ia rd as being National HQ Captain, most of the 
womPn r .. lated to this othe r s iste r for directives be
caus £> she was the National Captain for women. Under 
he r were sergeants and lieutenants who were all 
sisters and in their ranks were other sisters. There 
was almost a separation between the brothers and the 
sisters. 

When that was abolished, when there werenolonger 
any separate positions for sisters and brothers, when 
we all had to relate to the brothers or sisters who 
were in the specific positions, there wasn't just a 

reaction on the part of certain brothers cause they 
didn't like having to relate to certain sisters, who 
were in leadership positions. There was also a reaction 
on the part of some sisters, who because they had to 
r elate to some brothers, because they did not have 
ranks above certain brothers, they wanted to quit the 
Party. So it wasn' t just a matter of brothers being 
male chauvinistic in not wanting to relate to sisters 
as leaders over them- - but it was also the sisters, 
because of conditioning wanted to continue to submit 
to other sisters , rather than to leaders of the Part} 
per se, regardless of sex. 

A°'d 1 can see since the time I joined the Party 
that the Party has undergone radical cha~ge in the di~ 
ectlon of women leadership and emancipation · of 
women. Even though Ericka Huggins provides us with 
a very good example, it' s not so much Ericka and the 
realization that Ericka is an example. It's 
the fact that the political consciousness and the pol
itical level of members of the Party have risen very 
much since I joined the Party and because of the 
fact that we' re moving toward a proletarian revolu
tion and because we h?.ve come to realize that male 
chauvinism and all its manifestations are bourgeois 
and that• s one of things we• re fighting against. We 
realize that in a proletarian revolution, the eman
cipation of women is primary. We r ealize that the 
success of the revolution depends upon the women. 
'For this reason, we know that it' s necessary that 
the women must be emancipated. 

MOVEMENT: Could you explain what you mean when 
you say that the success of the revolution depends 

on the emancipation of women. 
PANTHER WOMEN: It's because of the iact that 
wuwen are the other half. A revolution cannot be 
successful simply with the efforts of the men, be
cause a woman plays such an integral role in society 
even though she is r e legated to smaller, seemingly 
insignificant positions. 

MOVEMENT: You once said that the Vietnamese 
women were your example. Could you explain more 
concretely what that means in terms of the struggle 
of women in the United States? 
P ANTHER WOMEN: We feel that the example given 
us by the Vietnamese women is a prime example 
of the r ole women can play in the revolution. The 
Vietnamese women are out there fighting with their 
brothers, fighting against American imperialism, with 
its advanced technology. They can shoot. They're 
out there with their babies on their backs, as the 
case may be, and they' r e participating in the rev
olution wholeheartedly just as the Vietnamese men 
are par ticipating in the r evolution, in the national 
liberation struggle. The success of their national 
liberation struggle is just as much dependent upon 
the women continuing struggle as it is dependent on 
the Vietnamese men •. So there we see in Vietnam 
where the s tr uggle today is the sharpest in terms 
of struggling against US imperialism , the women in 
fact, play the role of the other half--not the weaker 
half, not the stronger half, but the other half of the 
Vietnamese men. We hold them up as our example 
and we hope that the revolutionary women in the u_s 
can follow that example and live up to the goal that 
thev ha ve set 

Right now the issue of male chauvisim is rather 
sharp and kind of out of place. We' re starting to talk 
about it and everybody is sensitive aboutit--butonce 
women find their place in terms of their roles as 
revolutionaries and use the example of the Vietnamese 
women, then I don' t think 1tw111 be such a sharp issue. 

-... -

Ericka Huggins, leader of the 
Black Panther Party 

I think we'll begin to function and make it very natural 
for a woman to behave as a revolutionary and n;>t as 
a subordln'lte or as a submissive half. 

SPECIAL ROLE OF BLACK WOMEN 

MOVEMENT: Black women are considered to be the 
most oppressed group in the US, as blacks and as . 
women. That special oppression gives them a special, 
even vanguard, role. Do you want to talk about that a 
little? 
PANTHER WOMEN: 1 think, historically, even at this 
time, even for women in the Party, to say we want full 
share and full responsibility is kind of difficult and 
kind of touchy because of our society, our men have 
been sort of castrated, you know. The responsibillties 
Uiat they rightfully should have had before, were taken 
away from them--to take away their manhood. We've 
had to fight all this before. Our men are constantly 
thinking or saying that maybe if we assume a heavier 
role, a more responsible role, that this, in turn, will 
sort of take away their responslbllty and it's such 
a touchy thing, that we have to be very sure that the 
roles are evenly divided. 

This is very touchy and presents some problems in 
com batting a specific thing like male chauvinism, 
because some brothers still have this fear of women 
dominating the whole political scene. It may not be 
voiced that often, but I think it's a very real fear, 
and we' re going to have to be sensitive enough to 
recognize it. We' re going to have to be sensitive 
enough to say that we' re going to take more of a 
share of the political arena but, at the sam e time, 
we' re going to have to keep these things in mind. 

I think it's important that within the context of 
that struggle that black men understand that their 
manhood ls not dependent on keeping their black 
women subordinate to them because this is what 
bourgeois ideology has been trying to put into the 
black man and that's part of the special oppression 
of black women. Black women as generally a part 
of the poor people of the US, the working class, are 
more oppresssed, as being black, they' r e super
oppressed, and as being women they are sexually 

I oppressed by men in general and by black men also. 
, So, in this context we see that black women are 

especially oppressed in this country and it' s very 
important that hlack women understand and black 
men understand that black man' s manhood is not 
dependent upon the subordination of black women 
but rather his manhood ls, in fact, dependent on hi~ 
own strength and the strength he also gets from a 
revolutionary relationship. A relationship is more 
fruitful. when, in fact , the woman ls the other half 
and not the weaker half. They (the men) get more 
out of the relationshiii,just as the women. 

MOVEMENT: What are your ideas on the st rategy- for 
women's liberation in terms of separate women' s 
organizations, the priority of women' s liberation in 
relation to other issues like imper iallsm and racism? 
PANTHER WOMEN: I think it's important that the 
separate women's liberation groups not all be lumped 
into one category. Their effectiveness and their value 
is dependent upon to what extent their work is fUrth
erlng revolutionary goals in this country. I think 
that there are all different kinds of organizations 
in existence now. There are some people who talk 
about the contradiction among men and women as 
one of the major contradictions in capitalist society 
and therefore they take that contradiction (and even 

1f they don't talk about it, some of them put it into 
practice) and develop it into an antagonistic contr a
diction, when actually it is a contradiction among the 
people . It's not a contradiction between enemies. 

The contradiction between men and women ls a con
tradiction that has to be worked out wi thin the revolu
tionary forc~s. It ls not at all comparable to the class 
contradictions. It's the class struggle that takes prio
rity. To the extent that women' s organi zations don't 
address themselves to the class struggle or to national 
liberation struggles the y are not really further ing 
the women's liberation movement, because in order 
for women to be trul y emancipated in this country 
there'..s going to have to be a socialist revolution. And 
there' s going to have to be ideological st ruggle for 
decades and probably for centuries before male chau
vinism is overcome. If women don't understand this, 
theY' re not going to truly be able to overcome their 
special oppression. 

Roberta is correct and even those women's org
anizations who do address them selves to the st ruggles 
that are at hand, the st rategy of ha ving autono mous 
women's liberation organizations is incorrect because, 
as Roberta says, it seems as if those organizations 
look upon women's liberat ion as a prior ity when in 
actuall!ty the struggle towards social! st r evolution ls 
a priority. Women can only become emancipated, not 
through their own effo r ts as a particula r group, but 
through their participation on an equal plane in the 
existing qrganizations which ar e comprised of men 
and women who are struggling for the same cause. 
It's not a separate struggle and women' s Uberation 
does not take priority, but in fact is part and parcel 
of the overall struggle. 

FEMALE CHAUVINISM 

Any organization that' s being form ed for women' s 
liberation , like Rosema ry said, has got to take into 
consideration that they can' t operate separately and 
by themselves. They must also understand the def
inition of chauvinism. Chauvinis m isn' t just rele
gated to the male. Chauvinism is an undying or un
r easoning or i r rational love for one's. sex and if a 
women's liberation organization gets uptight because 
a man comes around, that's unr easoning and irrational. 
It' s not being r ealis tic and looking at things as a whole 
1n terms of a man too functioning as a revolutionary 
and a woman functioning as a revolutionary. If they' re 
not careful, they wUl go to an extreme and they wlll 
become female chauvinists. 'they wlll have an -undying 
love for their sex and totally negate revolutionary 
struggle, 

Unfortunately, 1f we don't be careful, I think ·that 
the women's liberation struggle can be coopted by 
Pwortunists. It can become just like a style or a 
fad and the whole revolutionary struggle will 'be set 

llltclt tJecaase OI Ulls. This ls one r eason why the
t'evoluttona111 practitioners, because of the repression 
We're suffering, can' t take time out to go off by our 
·a1e1ves to sol~ some of our backwardness . This would 
be ·just another dlytdlng tactic as far as I can see. 

WOMEN'S LIBERATION IN PRACTICE 

1 tll1nlt lt' s important to recognize the dangers 
tbat separate womeD' s .groups faoe lmmedlately, just 



because tbeY' re women's groups and there· s a good 
chance tflat tbeyre going to get off base In terms of 
what tbe primary struggle Is. However, I think we 
have to be very careflll in terms of condemning 
forms that are used In the movement. I think that 
tbere ls room for special organizing of womPn. 
There are positl•e things that thesP kinds of groups 
<:an do: for example, canneries, special plants Where 
there' s primarily women, elect.Tonics and this sort of 
tbing In terms of working class organizing, in tPrms 
of organizing cooperative nurseries to liberate the 
energies of women. 

But, they are always facing certain dangers In te rms 
of turning in on themselves, In terms of bl'coming a 
very petlt bourgeois little clique wherp they just talk 
about how theyhavetotake care of thP. kids all the time 
or become a gripe session. So,I think, whUe we as Pan
thers, while we lnteirate the strugglP of thP brothers 
and sisters within the Party, we still will see how the SP 

separate women' s liberation groups do thru thPir 
practice. And that's where our judgment of them will 
come In. 

We have a phrase that s.ays that the only culture 
worth keeping ls a revolutionar) culture. Now , our 
culture dictates that we become revolutionaries. Ir 
regardless of what the brother$ say, like Rosemary 
says, we should function In a position that furthers 
revolution and revolutionary culture. The women· s 
llberatlon groups that are separating away from the 
men (I th1nlt Roberta said there ts S<\me room for 
tbem, and we can' :t vacillate on whether there is or 
not, we have to judge them on their J>Tactice) should 
take into consideration that we• re here to liberate 
the people and like we- said, It's a socialist liberation 
struggle and we can't operate as halves. 

If w.omen' s liberation Is going to exist, It should 
exist with the goal in mind to channel the energies 
they liberate into a united liberation of the men and 
women together --not as a bourgeois cult, becau.se 
this bas happened many ':imes. They' ve become PX
tremtst organizations of femalt~ superiority and havP 
.totally forgotteli1 about the people's struggles and 

Oppressed people and have, themselves become op-
pressors. 

WOMEN'S CAUCUSES 

MOVEMENT: What do you think a bout all womPn' s 
caucuses Inside thf' organization '.' Som!' peoplP say 
that within movement organizations then" s mah• 
chauvinism and women must deal with It from a po~
Jtlon Of poWel' , SO they should Organize thPir cm II 

caucuses. They also say there's a paraue1 t>etweetl 
women's liberation and black liberation and just like 
black people had to get themselves together without 
whites first. so women have to ,;et themselves toirether 
without men. Movement organizations have always been 
dominated by men, the way civil rights organizations 
used to be dominated by white people. 
PANTHER WOMEN:I don't know, that sounds illogical 
to me because you can· t solve the problem apart from 
tbe problem.· You can' t be liberated from male chau
vinism If you don't even deal with lt- -lf you run away 
from it. And I think forming any sepa rate organization 
with that In mind is negating or contradicting what 
you' re setting out to do. I think any type of inside 
orgaruzation that deals with women· s liberation Should 
take into consld~ration that womE>n' s liberation is im
pOrtant, but what is ·primary is the People' s liberation. 
·If they want a wpmen' s club, those have existed for 
centuries--they should form that, Instead of calling 
themselves re volutionaries. 

In addition to _that--slmply because of the fact that 

we are m embers of the Black Panther Party and are 
therefore In the vanguar d, does not necessarily mPan 
that we c:an dee m ourselvPs champions of women's 
liberation. We belit>ve that male chauvinism must be 
stomped out, because we have come to realize that 
it ls boui:g,eoi s. Bourgeois ideas are thosf' which are 
perpetuated upon us by the bourgeois class and ls 
something we' rf' fighting against. But because we've 
come to realize all these things just recently,- we' re 
very new at it. So that whether or not we will become 
champions of women· s Ii he ration, whether or not we' 11 
be able to provide thf' mcample to lead other organi
zations towards women's liberation will cN11f' thru our 
practice. 

MOVEM ENT : One of the arguments that's been made 
ls that the move ment has failed to attract a lot of 
women because of thechauvlnism within thP movpment 
and because of the intimidation that' s found in a lot 
of political organizations. WP fail to attract the other 
half because men dominate. Women have to gPt togPther· 
to talk about their special problems In order to involve 
more women In the· struggle. 

ROLE FOR ADVANCED WOMEN 

PANTHER WOMEN: 
For a person to use the argument that the 

struggll!"dof's not ATTRACT woml:'n to the organization, 
J think, ts coming from a subjective point of view. Be
cause If they understand that It' s not a women's or 
a man· s s t ruggle, it' s not an attraction for a man or 
a woman, but wei re here for the liberation -Of oppres
sed people, irregardless of whether male chauvinism 
exists, the women would still come• Into the Party or 
movement because they agree orarewilllngtosupport 
the revolutionary pr inciples that f'Xlst. If they find male 
chauvinism , they should be willing to fight it on the 
basis of pr inciple and unity. And to say, "they re not 
attracted to it" - -then>' s no advertisementfor getting 
rid of oppression. It' s an attraction based on principles, 
not based on somf' subjE>c tive wishes or wants. So I 
say that women who say that they don' t want to come 
into the struggle because they' re not ATTRACTED to 
the struggle aren' t r eally lntf'rt>sted in the flrstplace. 
MOVEMENT:No , they say the movement doesn't 

deal with their special oppression. . 
PANTHER WOM E N: Well, that may be true, but still, 
if you' re interested in the struggle of oppressed peopU•, 
you can come into an organization and bring that 
question in yourself, instead of staying away from it. 
You can fight on the basis of unltywithin an organiza
tion. not on the basis of,,•well, they' re not dealing with 
the 'women's question and they' re not dealing with the 
special oppression of women, so therefore I'm not 
going to participate• . They' re stlll being subjective. 

Well,' I think that' s one place where women who are 
already advanced are going to have to take a strong 
stand. The fact ls because of objective conditions in 
this society womPn are more backwards, ber.ause of 
their positions In their home , or in school, even 
working women who are more exposed to what's ha!>' 
penning in the world, are still relegated at home and 
to the family jol>s fo the children, etc, etc , and their 
perspective in terms of the world is morf' limited. So 
it's very important that women who are more advanced, 
who already unde rstand revolutionary prinr.iples, go to 
them and expla in it .to them and struggle with them. 
We have to recognizP that women are backwards pol
itically and we have . to struggle with them . And that 
can be a special role that revolutionary women can 
play. 
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