




































































bv our consumer culture. By encouraging
Judy to physically defend herself against
Jerry's bullyish behavior, the mothers
were also confronting the power struc-
ture of the playgroup, and expressing
their non-acceptance of a status quo in
which one person acts as though he has
the “right” to dominate others. Jerry’s
unquestioned power to be boss of the
playgroup was threatened when the
“weaklings” began to rise up with angry
words and actions.

Learning how to stand up for oneself,
to become a self-determined person, is
the opposite of learning to be passive and

to follow without question the orders of
the person in charge—whether he is the
school bully, teacher, manager, or presi-
dent.

Kids who can express and respect
themselves, who are free from a
dependency on sex roles, will have the
strength to take control of their own lives
and the capacity to make a revolution in
our society.




APPENDIX

This is a list of books for young children that express to children, either through their
stories or illustrations, a non-traditional concept of what it can mean to be a girl or boy,
man or woman.

Abramovitz. Winifred (Steck-Vaughn)

Boyte. Jenny's Secret Place (Lollipop Power, P.O. Box 1171, Chapel Hill, N.C.)

Chorao. The Repair of Uncle Toe (Farrar-Straus)

Conford. Impossible Possum (Little)

Danish. The Dragon and the Doctor (Feminist Press, 5504 Greenspring Ave., Baltimore,
Maryland 21209)

Eichler. Martin’s Father (Lollipop Power)

Goldreich. What Can She Be? A Veterinarian (Lothrop, Lee, Shepard)

Mao-Chiu. The Little Doctor (China Books and Periodicals, 2929 24th St. San Francisco,
California)

Merriam. Mommies at Work (Knopf) paper and hardback

Miles. Just Think! (Knopf)

Preston. The Temper Tantrum Book (Viking Press, N.Y.) paper

Reich. Children and Their Fathers and Children and Their Mothers (Hill and Wang)
Shulevitz. Rain, Rain Rivers (Farrer-Straus)

Shulman. Finders Keepers (Bradbury)

Udry and Sendak. MoonJumpers (Harper and Row) MoonJjumpers is visual poetry: the
sisters and brothers dance, climb and enjoy together.

Zolotow. William's Dell (Harper and Row)

See also Little Miss Muffet Fights Back, a bibliography compiled by Feminists on Children’s

Media. (P.O. Box 4315 Grand Central Station, N.Y., N.Y. 10017) This bibliography includes
books for older children.
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